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  St George’s Church: We are open for Sunday worship  

 
             *  4th July 9.30am : Holy Communion 

                              * 11th July 9.30am : Service of the Word 
                              * 18th July 9.30am : Holy Communion 
                              * 25th July 9.30am : Service of the Word 
                           * 1st  August 9.30am : Holy Communion 

    
 

 Online:  Worship is available throughout the week via 
Zoom and YouTube  

 
Regular weekday services include : 
                             * Mondays 8.30pm : Compline 
                             * Wednesdays 9.30am : Celtic Morning Prayer 
                             * Fridays 8.30pm : Celtic Evening Prayer 
 

A weekly email with news and updates on services is available  - please 
contact jean.radley@outlook.com  if you would like to be added to the list. 
 

 
 On the new Beacon Team website:  
        www.beaconteam.org.uk 
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Dear Friends, 

 

In reminiscing about holidays with my sister on the phone this week I was 

relating an experience a couple of years ago in Malta when going for a dive 

with a company I had not been with before. I was quietly strapping on my 

tank and weights in the car park, about to walk down to the dive site, when a 

young woman, half my size, (the dive master) not only picked up her tank and 

weights but she whipped mine off me saying ‘I think it would be best if you 

didn’t carry them down but put them on in the water.’ 

 

Her view of my age and mine were obviously very different!! You could almost 

see her saying “at your age”. 

 

I suspect that the image we have of ourselves and how other people see us is 

quite different. This isn't just about age, but character and personal 

qualities as well. The discovery that we are perhaps not what we thought we 

were can be quite daunting. Most of us tend to be concerned about what 

other people think and their opinions of us, even if we pretend that we don't.   
 

All of these opinions and measures are actually tested against the wrong 

standards. Actually, it's not what we think of ourselves or what others think 

of us that counts. What is important, is what God thinks of us. Now that 

really is challenging! If we are honest, we all know that by the standard that 

God sets, we are all pretty poor examples. That is much more of a wake-up 

call than someone saying or thinking, "at your age." 

 

At first sight it might seem rather depressing if that was all there was to it. 

But that is not the end – There is good news.  I recently heard an old song 

from a Frank Sinatra/Count Basie album with a line "looking at the world 

through rose coloured glasses, everything is rosy now." 

 

I think that’s a bit like the way God sees us. He's not blind to our 

shortcoming but he sees us through the sacrificial death of Jesus that paid 

the price for our wrongdoings, and put right all those shortcomings.  This 

means we have the chance to start over and put our lives right, even if we 

have to do it time after time.  

From the Priest in Charge 
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There’s a chorus that goes “Jesus take me as I am, I can come no other 

way, Take me deeper into you, Make my flesh life melt away.  Make me like 

a precious stone, Crystal clear and finely honed. Life of Jesus shining 

through, Giving glory back to you”. 

 

If we are willing to trust Jesus for our future and put our life in his hands 

- God takes us and accepts us for who and what we are and sees us all as 

gems. That’s even better than our best mental image of ourselves. 

 

                                          Best wishes, Tricia 

 

 SACRED SPACE :   JOHN 6 : 1—14 

 

Read the Bible passage three or four times until you are familiar with 
it. Then, read the reflection slowly, immersing yourself in the story 

and becoming a part of it. 
 

In your imagination take yourself to a plain on the shores of Lake Galilee.  

You may look around…….  listen to the sounds .. the  gentle lapping of the 

water …. feel the temperature of the air…… notice the deep blue of the 

lake ……   

 

A boat makes its way to the shore and Jesus and his disciples climb out 

and make their way up the hill behind the plain. …….  join them and sit down 

with them ….  Listen to the  disciples as they talk about the astonishing 

things they are witnessing with Jesus ……. the miracles, the healings ….. 

what do they say about them? …. Do you want to ask them any questions? 

…………. Listen to their answers ………. 

 

Now a crowd begins to appear … more and more people making their way 

towards Jesus …..   look at Jesus .. see the concern on his face …. Do the 

disciples share this concern? …… 
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 Still the crowd keep coming – thousands of them. See how Andrew begins 

to mingle with the crowd, talking to them …… do any of the other disciples 

engage with the people? …………. Do you engage with them? ……… 

 

Listen as Jesus addresses Philip. “Where are we to buy bread for these to 

eat?”, he asks.  

Does Philip express surprise at this request? “Even six months wages 

wouldn’t be enough to buy bread for all these people”, he answers. 

 

Now see Andrew come to Jesus with a little boy. He has five barley loaves 

and two little fish. See the little boy offer them to Jesus ….  What is your 

reaction to this? ……. How do the disciples react? ……… 

 

Jesus instructs his disciples to tell everyone to sit down. See how he takes 

the barley loaves, raising them as he blesses them … acting like the father 

of the family …. “Blessed are you, Lord our God, who brought forth bread 

from the earth … “ …..  The bread is distributed, and then the fish. Enough 

for everyone to have their fill, and more besides. …….  See the reaction of 

the disciples and the crowd …….   How has the little boy reacted? …. Many 

of these people are on their way to Jerusalem for the feast of the Passo-

ver …. Do any of them liken this miracle to the miracle of the manna provid-

ed by God for the Israelites in the wilderness? …. Talk to some of them ……. 

 

As you survey the scene, consider the abundance that was brought forth 

out of so little an offering, but an offering which was in fact all the little 

boy had  …… What are your thoughts? …..   Is there something that you can 

offer to Jesus?   ……….. 

 

Talk to Jesus about your thoughts ………   and listen to his reply ….. 

 

When you are ready, return to the present 

and thank God for all that he has shown you 

in this reflection.  

 

Jean Radley    
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LIFE ON THE FRONTLINE 
 

Life on the Frontline is a six week Bible study which includes 

a lively video for each session. It is based on two firm 

beliefs: first, that God longs for us, his people, to grow as 

disciples of Jesus; and second, that as disciples, God longs to 

use us seven days a week wherever our everyday lives take 

us. The compilers note that “Most of us spend most of our 

time surrounded by people who don’t know the joy of 

following Jesus. Our Frontlines are the places where we meet and interact 

with them. One of the wonderful things about being a disciple is that God 

takes our strengths, our personalities, our situations and uses them for his 

purpose. And because he loves people, he will have already used us on our 

Frontlines – even if we’ve not been fully aware of it. And of course he will 

continue to do so. It’s important that people realise that there are many 

ways that God will work through us; but, for that to happen, we need one 

another’s support and encouragement.” 

 

Do come and join us – hopefully at Skelsmergh Village Hall, but otherwise on 

Zoom – for six Wednesday evenings from 7pm to 8.30pm beginning on July 

21st as we join in this stimulating course. We’ll all need a participant’s booklet, 

so it would be helpful to know whether you’re intending joining us so that I 

can order the right number. Please send me an email 

(jean.radley@outlook.com) or call me on 01539738046.  

If I’m not at home please leave a message on my answerphone.  

                                                                                                                             

Jean Radley 

  

 Wedding : 29th May 2021 

     Sarah Lawson and Christopher Coleman 

 

 Funeral :   2nd June 2021 

                     Eileen Leak 

mailto:jean.radley@outlook.com
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BEING A CHAPLAIN IN COVID TIMES …  
is the title of a recently published ‘feature story’ about the work of our 

Church Mission Society (CMS) Partner, Ruth Radley 

 

In the article, which features in the Summer 2021 

edition of the CMS flagship publication ‘The Call’, Ruth 

speaks movingly about the challenges and highlights of 

the past year in her role as part of the multi-faith 

chaplaincy team at Birmingham Children’s Hospital. 

 

The Call magazine is published 3 times a year and is free to subscribe to on 

the CMS website. You can read/download the current edition at : 

  churchmissionsociety.org/resources/the-call-prayerlines-summer-2021/ 

 

  You can also find the latest edition of Ruth’s regular CMS Link Letters at : 

churchmissionsociety.org/resources/ruth-radley-link-letter-no-33-june-2021/ 

 

 Many thanks to Jo Smith for sharing information 

about these articles 

What happens when you look at your smartphone 

 
Looking at your smartphone, or touching it, makes other people want to 

do the same to their smartphones. 

 

A recent study at the university of Pisa calls it ‘human mimicry’, when 

people unintentionally change their physical behaviour to match those 

of people nearby. 

 

The study found it happened to people in social settings that included 

work, restaurants, cinemas, gyms, waiting rooms, social parties, social 

meals, public parks and family environments.  

 

Try it yourself, and see what happens to people near you 

 a few minutes later….  
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Children’s pages 
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  BOOK REVIEW 

Very many thanks again to Lois Sparling for this article. This is the 

fourth in a series of book reviews that she has written for us. Lois has 

also kindly made each of the books available for us to borrow. 

Prayer: Finding the heart’s true home  

by Richard Foster 

All I want to say about this wonderful book is that if you are 

  ever lost for words when you try to pray 

  reluctant to pray – and find yourself sometimes 

doing anything but, even when you’ve nothing more urgent 

(or at all!) to do 

  unsure what to do when someone says ‘use this time 

to draw near to God’ (or ‘listen to God’ or something 

similar) 

                             please consider reading (or dipping into) this book.                                        

(It will be in church as soon as we’re allowed to make books available again.) 

Richard Foster is another author who writes with such humility and warmth. 

This book covers a staggering 21 different kinds of prayer. (That should 

stop you running out of ideas!) Each is covered in a handful of pages, drawing 

on his own experiences and other anecdotes, as well as lots of Scripture. 

The opening section is a charming invitation to dive in: ‘We do not need to be 

shy. [God] invites us into the living room of his heart… into the kitchen of 

his friendship… into the workshop of his creativity’ and so on. And the 

direct, personal encouragement continues throughout. Towards the end of 

the chapter on Meditative Prayer he writes: ‘The desire has been given to 

you, I know, otherwise you would not be reading these words. Further  
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graces will come as they are needed.’  

Each section ends with a prayer that in some way expresses that particular 

approach or purpose – something that we might want to use if we are ven-

turing into ‘contemplative’ or ‘healing’ or ‘formation’ prayer for the first 

time and want to express our trepidation to God. The prayer reproduced 

here is not one of those, but it’s one that I was led to while I was reading 

this book and have been using ever since. I hope it captures the author’s 

spirit. 

 

Prayer of Relinquishment – Richard Foster 

Today, O Lord, I yield myself to You. 

May Your will be my delight today. 

May You have perfect sway in me. 

May your love be the pattern of my living. 

I surrender to You my hopes, my dreams, my ambitions. 

Do with them what You will, when You will, as You will. 

I place into Your loving care my family, my friends, my future. 

Care for them with a care that I can never give. 

I release into Your hands my need to control, my craving for status, my fear 

of obscurity. 

Eradicate the evil, purify the good, and establish Your Kingdom on earth. 

For Jesus’ sake,   Amen. 

                                                                                  Lois 
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SAINT OF THE MONTH 

In this regular feature we explore the lives of 

some less well-known saints whose feast day falls 

during the current month.  

 

7th July: St Willibald, the first ever Anglo-Saxon travel writer 

 

Where do you go on your summer travels?  If you enjoy including a Christian 

element to your trips, such as making a pilgrimage, or visiting places rich in 

Christian history, then St. Willibald (d. 876) is the saint for you this month.  

He was one of the most widely travelled Anglo-Saxons of his time. 

 

Willibald began life in Wessex, becoming a monk at Bishops Waltham (Hants).  

But he obviously had the curiosity that besets all keen travellers – what is it 

like over there…just over the next hill, round the next corner?   And so 

Willibald set out… for Rome, Cyprus, Syria and above all, Palestine.  It was an 

amazing achievement, just to survive such journeys back in the early 8th 

century. 

 

In Palestine, Willibald made his way round all the Holy Places associated with 

Jesus, as well as the numerous communities of monks and hermits living 

there.  On his eventual return to Europe, Willibald decided to tell his story.  

He dictated an account of all his travels to a long-suffering nun, Hugeburc, 

who wrote it up under the title of Hodoeporicon – the first ever travel book 

to be written by an Anglo-Saxon 

 

After a long stay in Constantinople, the year 730 found 

Willibald back in Rome, where he settled at the monastery 

at Monte Cassino.  Under his reforming influence, the 

monastery began to prosper.  That got Willibald ‘noticed’, 

and soon Boniface asked Pope Gregory III to send him on to 

Germany, where Willibald was made bishop of Eichstatt.  

Here he founded a monastery that became an important 

centre for the diffusion and development of monasticism.  

After 45 years as Bishop at Eichstatt, Willibald died in c. 

786.  His relics remain there till this day.   
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 How climate change could affect your cup of tea 

 
Now here’s something that will send you straight 

to your kitchen to put the kettle on: the Great 

British cup of tea may not taste quite so good in 

the future.  

It seems that extreme weather and rising 

temperatures could lead to inferior leaves in the 

future, according to Christian Aid. 

 

Kenya, the world’s foremost exporter of black tea, is now affected by 

erratic rainfall, floods, droughts, and rising temperatures. India, Sri 

Lanka and China, also major tea producers, face climate change problems 

as well. 

 

Climate change has been predicted by some as likely to cut production in 

Kenya’s best tea-making areas by as much as a quarter by 2050. Even 

areas of only average growing conditions could see production fall by 39 

per cent. 

 

As one tea farmer in Kenya’s Western Highlands, explained: “We cannot 

predict seasons anymore. Temperatures are rising, rainfall is erratic, 

often accompanied by unusual hailstones and longer droughts. If this 

continues, it will make growing tea much harder.” 

 

Christian Aid Week 2021 had the impact of climate change 

as its focus : ‘The climate emergency is one of the greatest 

injustices we face … This climate crisis hurts us all. But 

people living in poverty fight the worst of it every day … From drought to 

flooding, climate change robs people of control over their lives’ 

It’s not too late to donate to the appeal ... 

 
Reverend Tricia writes : A few people have said that they still have 

some cheques they want to give to Christian Aid. If you can’t pass it on to 

the Collectors here is a freepost address (no stamp required) : 

             Christian Aid, FREEPOST, London SE1 7YY 



Puzzle pages  (answers on pages 13 and 14) 
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19 A descendant of Aaron who was not allowed to offer food to God (Leviticus 21:20) (5) 

22 ‘If any of you — wisdom, he should ask God’ (James 1:5) (5) 

23 I gain me (anag.) (7) 

24 Relating to the armed forces (1 Chronicles 5:18) (8) 

25 Title given to 2 Down (abbrev.) (4) 

 

Down 
1  Greek coins (Acts 19:19) (8) 

2  Church of England incumbent (5) 

4  What Epaphroditus was to Paul (Philippians 2:25) (6-7) 

5  Mother of David’s sixth son (2 Samuel 3:5) (5) 

6  ‘We are hard pressed on every side, but not crushed; perplexed, but not in — ’ (2 

Corinthians 4:8) (7) 

7  It destroys treasures on earth (Matthew 6:19) (4) 

8  It threatened Paul in Jerusalem (Acts 21:35) (3,3) 

13 Well-known Reference Bible that espoused dispensationalism (8) 

15 Where the choir sits in a parish church (7) 

16 Real do (anag.) (6) 

18 ‘Martha, Martha... you are worried and — about many things’ (Luke 10:41) (5) 

20 ‘One man considers one day more sacred than another; another man considers every 

day — ’ (Romans 14:5) (5)  

21 A place with twelve springs and 70 palm trees where the Israelites camped (Exodus 

15:27) (4) 

This month’s crossword  

Across 
  1  Sent out three times on a reconnaissance 

mission from Noah’s ark (Genesis 8:8–12) (4) 

3  ‘The vilest — who truly believes, that 

moment from Jesus a pardon receives’ (8) 

9  Described by the 19th-century MP Sir 

Wilfred Lawson as ‘the Devil in solution’ (7) 

10 ‘Whoever — his life for my sake will find 

it’ (Matthew 10:39) (5) 

11 King of Gezer (Joshua 10:33) (5) 

12 Gideon’s home town (Judges 6:11) (6)  

14 The area under the jurisdiction of a 

primate, for example, Canterbury, York (13) 

17 To him God promised that David would be 

king (1 Chronicles 11:3) (6) 
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Wordsearch : Doubting Thomas If you have ever doubted aspects 

of your Christian faith, St Thomas is the saint for you. His feast day is on 3rd July. 

Thomas, one of Jesus’ 12 disciples, was deeply devoted, but also very honest whenever 

he got confused. When Jesus spoke of going to his Father (John 14), Thomas was not 

afraid to ask Him where His Father was. As for the Resurrection, that really baffled 

Thomas. He demanded to see the risen Jesus for himself - and touch the wounds in His 

hands and feet. When Jesus appeared, Thomas’ immediate response was one of worship: 

“My Lord and my God” (John 20).  Thus, Doubting Thomas’ honest doubts, turned to 

honest faith, have become a reassurance for thousands of us down the 

centuries who also sometimes doubt Jesus. In Doubting Thomas’ complete 

affirmation of faith, after meeting the risen, crucified Christ, we can find 

support for our own faith in Him. 

 

Sudoku Crossword answers 

Thomas 

Saint 

Doubt 

Faith 

Feast 

Honest 

Confused 

Father  

Afraid 

Where 

Resurrection 

Baffled 

Demanded 

Risen 

See 

Support 

Touch  

Wounds 

Hands 

Feet 

Response 

Worship 

Lord 

My  



Sudoku and wordsearch answers 
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      FIND US ON FACEBOOK! 
  

If you’re on Facebook please do follow our local 

churches at The Beacon Team’s Facebook site. Simply 

search ‘The Beacon Team’ or use the link https://www.facebook.com/

Thebeaconteam  

We aim to keep you up to date with what’s happening across the 

team, from special services, to community mission, to cake stalls, it’s 

all there! Please do follow us and get involved. Social media thrives on 

interaction, so if you see our posts please make sure you give us a 

‘Like’, maybe comment, or share the post to your page – all of which 

will help us grow and reach more people in this digital age.   

  

If you’d like anything included on the page, please let Beacon Admin 

know, contact me directly on kate@russ-hore.co.uk , or DM us on 

Facebook. 

                             Kate Hore   

    (manager of the Beacon Team Mission Community Facebook page) 

https://www.facebook.com/Thebeaconteam
https://www.facebook.com/Thebeaconteam
mailto:kate@russ-hore.co.uk
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                             SMILE LINES 
 

 

 The real art of conversation is not only to say the right thing at the 

right time, but also to leave unsaid the wrong thing at the tempting 

moment.  

 

 If they squeeze olives to get olive oil, how do they get baby oil? 

 

 Ever notice that the people who are late are often much jollier than the 

people who have had to wait for them? 

 

 Holiday:  something you take when you can’t take what you’ve been 

taking any longer. 

 

 Why didn't Noah swat those two mosquitoes when he had the chance? 

 

 Children’s wisdom:   In the Olympic Games, Greeks ran races, jumped, 

hurled the biscuits and threw the java. 



 

All in the month of : July 
Here we look back at events which have taken place 

in this month through time.  It was …. 
 

 

100 years ago, on 1st July 1921 that the Chinese Communist Party was 

founded. 

 

Also 100 years ago, on 30th July 1921 that the hormone insulin was 

discovered by Frederick Banting and Charles Best at the University of 

Toronto. 

 

80 years ago, on 19th July 1941 that British Prime Minister 

Winston Churchill launched his ‘V for Victory’ campaign.   

 

60 years ago, on 1st July 1961 that Diana, Princess of 

Wales, was born. (Killed in a car crash in 1997) 

 

Also 60 years ago, on 2nd July 1961, that Ernest 

Hemingway, American novelist and short story writer, died. Winner of the 

1954 Nobel Prize in Literature. Best known for For Whom the Bell Tolls, A 

Farewell to Arms, and The Old Man and the Sea.  

 

40 years ago, on 17th July 1981 that the Humber Bridge, linking Yorkshire 

and Lincolnshire, was officially opened. It was the world’s longest single-span 

suspension bridge at that time.   

 

Also 40 years ago, on 29th July 1981 that the marriage of Prince Charles 

and Lady Diana Spencer took place at St Paul’s Cathedral in London. 

 

25 years ago, on 5th July 1996 that the first cloned mammal was born. Dolly 

the sheep was born at the Roslin Institute in Edinburgh. (Died 2003) 

 

15 years ago, on 15th July 2006 that Twitter, the micro-

blogging social network, was launched. 

 

 



              Olympic Gold 
 

Canon Paul Hardingham considers the need for 
encouragement  

 

This month should see the start of the Tokyo 

Olympics, having been postponed from last year due 

to the Coronavirus pandemic. A number of New 

Testament letters refer to Olympic sport including 

Hebrews:  

 

‘Therefore, since we are surrounded by such a great cloud of witnesses, 
let us throw off everything that hinders and the sin that so easily 
entangles, and let us run with perseverance the race marked out for us. 
Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our 
faith’ (Hebrews 12:1-2). 
 

The Christian life is compared to a long-distance race, but despite the 

struggles and obstacles, there is a great crowd of witnesses cheering us 

on. We have a heavenly Father who loves us and a Saviour who has run the 

race before us. If we keep our eyes fixed on Jesus, He will enable us to 

finish the race. 

 

During the 1992 Barcelona Olympics, the British athlete Derek Redmond 

was running in the semi-finals of the 400 metres. About 250 metres from 

the finish his hamstring tore. He fell to the ground in pain and stretcher 

bearers came over to him. However, Redmond was determined to finish the 

race and so he started hopping toward the finishing line. Suddenly Jim 

Redmond, Derek's father, ran out of the stands towards him. “You don't 

have to do this,” he told his son. “Yes, I do,” said Derek, to which his 

father said, “We're going to finish this together.” They completed the lap 

with Derek leaning on his father's shoulder. As they crossed the finish 

line, the spectators rose to give Derek a standing ovation. Although he 

didn’t win an Olympic medal, Derek Redmond finished the race with his 

father at his side.  

 

Let’s not forget the encouragement we have to finish the race! 



.Reflected Faith : the spaces between 
 

Jo White considers the need for listening 

  
Most of us have been in situations where we are not in control, and we don’t 

know how to feel or how to react to our situation. We need help. 

 

The most valuable gift you can have at those times – is time itself. Time to 

be ‘listened to’. Really listened to. But it is not easy to find someone who will 

‘actively listen’ to you. 

 

Think of the last time you were in the reverse position with a friend or a 

colleague, and they were talking to you. How easily do you recall what they 

actually said? Most of us are so busy getting our replies ready for when the 

person has finished speaking, that we don’t clearly hear their punch line. 

 

With God it is different. We can take everything to Him; all our worries and 

cares and failures and faults. And He listens. 

 

He doesn’t necessarily jump in with an instant, easy solution, but rather He 

promises to always guide us, if we ask Him, through life’s challenges, and He 

promises to never leave us. He often speaks to us through his written word, 

the Bible. 

 

This last year, when many of us have been communicating with others by 

phone or Zoom, we get nervous if it all goes quiet. We feel the need to 

‘nudge’ the other person, to make sure they are still there.  Silence is not a 

natural state for many of us – and yet it is in the quiet we can hear 

ourselves and God most clearly. 

 

 

So, when we talk with God, 

 our conversation should not be rushed and one-sided.   

We need to give space to our silence before Him, 

 to wait and listen for Him to speak to us. ….. 
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….this month: 
 

 Next time you worship in church, listen to the silences: the spaces 

between the words, the music and the actions.  Listen to all the 

prayers that are spoken.  

 

 Look at your surroundings and reflect that they have absorbed 

thousands of prayers – and holy silence – down the centuries of their 

existence. 

 

 Look out the window and see the vastness of the sky above you – and 

let your prayers join with those that have gone before you. May the 

knowledge that you are not alone encourage and strengthen you. 
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